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Presenta$on	Outline	

► Vision	and	Goals	
► Programme	Highlights	

§  BOOST	
§  Food	Pantry	
§ Wrap	Around	Service	Model	(Pilot)	

► Single	Informa$on	System	of	Beneficiaries	
► Social	Protec$on	System	Evalua$on	

§  Next	Steps	
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Vision	and	Goals	

► Horizon	2030	
► GSDS	
► SDGs	
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Horizon	2030:	Vision	

► Belize	is	a	country	of	peace	and	tranquillity,	
where	ci$zens	live	in	harmony	with	the	
natural	environment	and	enjoy	a	high	quality	
of	life.	Belizeans	are	an	energe$c,	resourceful	
and	independent	people	looking	aYer	their	
own	development	in	a	sustainable	way.	
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Growth	&	Sustainable	
Development	Strategy	(GSDS)	
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Coordina$on	of	GSDS	
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Sustainable	Development	Goal	
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SDG	1:	End	poverty	in	all	its	forms	
everywhere	
► 1.1	By	2030,	eradicate	extreme	poverty	for	all	people	
everywhere,	currently	measured	as	people	living	on	
less	than	$1.25	a	day		

► 1.2	By	2030,	reduce	at	least	by	half	the	propor$on	of	
men,	women	and	children	of	all	ages	living	in	poverty	
in	all	its	dimensions	according	to	na$onal	defini$ons	

► 1.3	Implement	na$onally	appropriate	social	
protec$on	systems	and	measures	for	all,	including	
floors,	and	by	2030	achieve	substan$al	coverage	of	
the	poor	and	the	vulnerable	
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Poverty	Reduc$on	Programmes	
► Basic	Social	Services:	Child	Protec$on;	Gender-base	
Violence	

► Public	Assistance	
§  Food	
§  Rent	
§  Medical	
§  Educa$on	
§  Fire	
§  Burial	

► Paren$ng	and	Early	Childhood	S$mula$on	
► Subsidized	Food	Programme:	Pantry	
► CCT	Programme:	BOOST	
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Flagship	Programmes:	BOOST	
► BOOST	signals	a	new	era	of	social	protec$on	
reform	in	Belize;	challenged	the	status	quo!	

► Influenced	by	Mexico’s	“Oportunidades”,	
Brazil’s	own	“Bolsa	Família”	and	Jamiaca’s	
PATH	programme	

► Began	early	2011	
► Flagship	program	for	Ministry	(raised	profile)	
► Now	reaches	over	8000+	beneficiaries	(2.4%	
of	the	popula$on)	from	3000+	households	
(4.3%)	
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BOOST	Features:	Compliance	

► Children:	0-4	follow	Ministry	of	Health’s	
vaccina$on	and	health	check	calendar	

► Children:	5-14	and	15-18	akend	85%	of	school	
§  Non-compliance:	1st	month	–	half	payment	
§  Non-compliance:	2nd	month	–	no	payment	

► Elderly	popula$on:	get	paid	if	they	stay	alive	
► Only	monitor	educa$on	condi$ons	now	
► Health:	soY	condi$ons	
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BOOST:	Payments	
► Payments	made	to	female	if	possible	
► Basic	payment	is	BZ$44	≡	US$22	a	month	
► Increases	by	school	level	and	sex	

Max.	payment	is	$82	for	
males	&	$75	for	females	

$5	F	/	$7	M	

$5	F	/	$10	M	
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Dropout	Rates:	Level	and	Sex	



MHDSTPA : Policy and Planning 
Unit 

BOOST:	Payments	
► Max.	of	6	people	in	a	household	can	benefit	
► Paid	through	a	Credit	Union	(98%	of	HHs)	
► Ministry	pays	for	opening	share	
► No	transac$on	cost	for	payments	to	
beneficiaries!	[unique	in	the	world]	

► Allows	beneficiaries	to	access:	
§  Loans	/	other	financial	services	
§  Free	funeral	coverage	
§  Gives	them	membership	-	inclusion	
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BOOST:	Next	Steps	
► Monitor	Health	Condi$ons	

§  Data	exchange	with	Ministry	of	Health	pending	

► Poten$al	for	other	services	offered	to	BOOST	
households:	
§  Paren$ng	Course	
§  Financial	planning		(through	Credit	Unions)	

► Managed	expansion	
► Impact	Evalua$on	in	Progress	
► Change	from	PMT	to	MPI	
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World	Bank:	Process	Evalua$on...	
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Social	Protec$on	Registry	
► World	Bank	Policy	Note	(2010)	one	of	the	
Recommenda$ons:	

Targe2ng	programs	
…targe$ng	is	necessary	to	ensure	public	spending	on	
social	protec$on	achieves	adequate	results.	…systems	are	
highly	needed	along	with	a	beneficiary	registry	that	can	be	
used	by	all	social	programs.		
► Single	Informa$on	System	of	Beneficiaries	(SISB)	
► Part	of	a	wider	Social	Protec$on	loan	(IDB)	
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Beyond	Poverty	Counts…	
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Beyond	Poverty	Counts…	
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Beyond	Poverty	Counts…	
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Beyond	Poverty	Counts…	
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0	

1:	SBR	-	Database	of	HHs	

Registry	 Belize	District	

Bz	Southside	

Single	Mom’s	
Disability	

On	BOOST	
School	Subsidy	
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0	

2:	Econometric	Model	

Registry	
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2:	Econometric	Model	

Registry	

0	Most	vulnerable	 	 	 					 	 	 										Least	vulnerable	
SISB	I 	 	 	 	 	 	 											SISB	VIII	
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Proxy	Means	Test	
► How	to	define	poverty	/	vulnerability?	
► Belize	only	has	one	official	measure:	

§  Based	on	household	expenditure	
§  Country	Poverty	Assessment	

•  Living	Standards	Measurement	Survey	

► High	level	of	informality	in	labour	force	
► Proxy	Means	Test...	

§  Use	household	informa$on	to	es$mate	
expenditure	
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Proxy	Means	Test	
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SISB:	Summary	
► SISB	

§  S$ll	early	days:	approx.	20%	of	HHs	registered	
§  Uses	same	PMT	modelling	as	BOOST	
§  Has	lead	to	beker	coordina$on	amongst	
Ministries	and	programmes	

§  Has	given	us	a	great	plaxorm	for	research,	
programme	evalua$on,	and	wider	Social	
Protec$on	evalua$on	
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SP	Evalua$on	and	Next	Steps	
► Currently	in	progress	
► Used	CODI	Tool	(UN/World	Bank)	to	assess	all	
social	protec$on	programmes	and	the	system	
overall	

► No	report	at	this	point	
► Recommenda$ons	

§  Legisla$on	
§  Coordina$on	Model	(including	finance)	
§  Programme	gaps	and	coverage	
§ Mul$dimensional	Poverty	Index	(SDG	1.2)	
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Concept	of	MPI	

► The	Global	Mul$dimensional	Poverty	Index	is	an	
index	of	acute	mul$dimensional	poverty.	

► The	Global	MPI	and	Na$onal	MPIs	have	different	
indicators	and	specifica$ons	but	share	a	common	
underlying	structure	and	methodology,	which	
create	policy-relevant	proper$es	

► The	building	blocks	of	the	MPI	are	direct	
measures	of	the	overlapping	depriva$ons	poor	
people	experience	simultaneously.	
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Dimensions	of	the	global	MPI	



MHDSTPA : Policy and Planning 
Unit 

Concept	of	MPI	

► The	MPI	is	calculated	by	mul$plying	the	
incidence	of	poverty	(H)	-	the	percentage	of	
people	who	are	poor	-	by	the	intensity	of	poverty	
(A)	-	the	extent	of	simultaneous	depriva$ons	
poor	people	experience.	MPI	=	H	x	A.	

► A	household	or	a	person	is	considered	as	being	
mul$dimensionally	poor	when	being	deprived	in	
more	than	one-third	of	the	weighted	indicators	
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Why	is	it	good	to	have	an	MPI?	
► Makes	acute	poverty	visible	in	mul$ple	dimensions.	
► Provides	a	clear,	informa$ve	poverty	headline.	
► Monitors	change	and	reflects	effec$ve	policy	
interven$ons.	

►  Shows	the	interconnected	depriva$ons	poor	people	
experience.	

►  Enables	policy	coordina$on,	not	a	silo	approach.	
► Provides	incen$ves	to	target	the	poorest	by	tracking	
changes	in	intensity	of	poverty.	

► May	be	linked	to	environmental	or	other	variables.	
► Offers	a	beker	possibility	of	success	for	leaving	no	one	
behind	through	direct	disaggrega$on	
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Policy	applica$ons	
► How	can	the	MPI	help	governments,	civil	
society,	and	agencies	to	reduce	poverty?	
§  Iden$fy	interconnec$ons	among	depriva$ons.	
This	is	needed	to	address	SDGs	strategically.	

§  Show	impacts.	Reflects	the	results	of	policy	
interven$ons	quickly.	

§  Helps	to	allocate	resources	effec$vely,	targe$ng	
those	with	the	greatest	intensity	of	poverty.	

► These	help	design	effec$ve,	coherent	policies.	
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Using	MPI	as	a	targe$ng	tool		
(step	by	step)	
►  Step	1:	Vulnerable	groups	are	iden$fied	through	the	MPI	

exercise	(in	our	case	based	on	MICS5,	2015)	
§  Informa$on	about	approximate	geographic	loca$on,	number	of	
poten$al	beneficiaries	and	their	profile	of	exclusion	

►  Step	2:	Revise	exis$ng	SP	interven$ons	regarding	their	
adequacy	of	interven$ons,	scope	and	coverage	

►  Step	3:	Design	a	coherent	interven$on	and	criteria	for	
star$ng	ac$vity	on	the	ground	following	budget	constraints	

►  Step	4:	Once	the	dimensions	for	an	ini$al	interven$ons	are	
defined	any	short	small	area	census	which	includes	
informa$on	regarding	the	dimensions	included	in	the	MPI	
is	sufficient	for	iden$fying	vulnerable	households	and	
define	levels	of	benefits.	
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General	MPI	for	Belize	2011	&	2015	–	
Dimensions	indicators	and	weights	
	
	

	
	

Dimension	 Indicator	 Weight	
	Health	(1/3)	 Child	mortality	 1/6	(0.166)	
		 Under	nutri$on	 1/6	(0.166)	
	Educa2on	(1/3)	 Years	of	schooling	 1/6	(0.166)	
		 Children	Akainment	 1/6	(0.166)	
	Standard	of	Living	(1/3)	 Sanita$on	 1/18	(0.055)	
		 Water	 1/18	(0.055)	
		 Electricity	 1/18	(0.055)	
		 Floor	 1/18	(0.055)	
		 Cooking	fuel	 1/18	(0.055)	
		 Assets	 1/18	(0.055)	
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GRACIAS	


